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into a single whole, along exactly the same lines as those now enforced by all business-men in the organization of individual men within these enterprises, which alone can develop within the community its quantity-factor of social energy into commen-suracy with its growing needs, which alone can expand its productive capacity more than proportionally to the first power of its population. It is the engineers of the community, more than any other one class, who must perform this task. It is they, above all others, who are equipped for understanding what they are about as they do this thing.
If this task be not undertaken the critical limits of accumulated intensity will soon be passed. Intelligence will then have become impotent. Forces will have been released which must then have their brutal sway uncontrollably, until stability be regained through exhaustion. Economic equilibrium, already wavering, will have become grossly unstable. Explosion must ensue. It is not that labor will strike successfully against capital. There were as many chances for that three centuries ago as now. It is that the hundred million consumers will strike* against the absurd strife and confusion now prevailing, not only between labor and capital, but between capital and capital, leading to such universal impact and friction that inefficiency of result is growing upon us apace. They will rise and overthrow in its entirety a system which, in the twentieth century, can still find no better foundation and guide than universal antagonism of interest between man and man, between enterprise and enterprise—an antagonism to-day artificially stimulated to the last degree* in a vain endeavor to rouse it to a task for which it is inherently and inevitably impotent. No imaginable expansion of intensity of economic energy can ever meet a need for its greater extensity. Its only effect can be to exaggerate, as it delays, the vigor of the inevitable reaction.
We shall be surprised, in looking back upon this crisis when it is passed, to see how largely its incurrence has been due to the fact that the business-men, factory-superintendents and mechanical engineers of a mechanical people do not understand the true nature of mechanical and allied energies.
Conservations. Throughout all this wonderful intricacy of CTcrgy-transfonnation, between work, heat, chemical and electrical action, light, radioactivity, vegetation, animal life, the